The Interesting features of the ancient system are the decimal system and the use of the word yorozu, which now means loooo. This, however, may be a meaning that came with the influx of Chinese learning, and we are not at all certain that :n ancient Japanese it stood for the Greek myriad.x The use 3f yorosu for 10000 was adopted in later times when the number names came to be based upon Chinese roots, and it may possibly have preceded the entry of Chinese learning in historic times. Thus ios was not "hundred thousand"2 in this later period, but "ten myriads",3 and our million4 is a hundred myriads, s Now this system of numeration by myriads is one of the frequently observed evidences of early intercourse between the scholars of the East and the West. Trades people and the populace at large did not need such large numbers, but to the scholar they were significant. When, therefore, we find the myriad as the base of the Greek system,6 and find it more or less in use in India, ? and know that it still persists in China,8 and see it systematically used in the ancient Japanese system as well as in the modern number names, we are
with that of the "counting out" rhymes of Europe  and America.    It  should be added that the modern forms given above are from Chinese roots.
1  Mupioi,  10000.
2  Which would, if so considered, appear as momo cki, or in modern Japanese as hyaktc sen.
3  So yorozu, a  softened  form of to yorosu.    In modern Japanese, jiu man, man being the myriad.
4  Mille -j- on, "big thousand", just as saloon is salle + on, a big hall, and gallon is gill -f on, a big gill.
5  Momo yorozii, or, in modern Japanese, hyaku man.
6  See, for example, Gow, J., History of Greek Mathematics, Cambridge 1884, ind similar works.
7  See COLEBROOKE, H. T.,   Algebra, with Arithmetic and Mensuration, from '.he Sanscrit of JJrahmegupta  and Bhascara.    London  1817, p. 4;   TAYLOR, J., Lilawati.    Bombay  1816, p. 5.
8  WILLIAMS, S. W., The Middle Kingdom.   New York 1882; edition of 1895, vol. I, p. 619.    Thus Wan sui is a myriad of years,  and Wan sui Yeh means the Lord  of a Myriad Years, /. e.f the  Emperor.    The  swastika  is used by [he Buddhists in China as a symbol for myriad.    This use of the myriad in China is very ancient.